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The first Parents’ Association in Nova Scotia was established in Baddeck in 1895. Parents in Baddeck met
in the upstairs schoolroom once a week and discussed everything pertaining to the welfare of the school
and pupils. Whenever there was anything required for school purposes the teachers took up the matter
with the parents’ group. The thoughts were that “parents had the welfare of the individual child at heart,
whereas the trustees appeared to be more concerned with the finances of the school”. It was the
community interest that led to the parents’ decision to give their organization a name and establish by-
laws.

Mabel Bell and Alexander Graham Bell moved to Baddeck around 1885 and took a keen interest in home
and school. Some time between 1894-1895 Mabel Bell contacted certain educational associations when
she was in Washington and subsequently assisted the parents in naming their group ‘Parents’ Assocation
of Baddeck’ and on December 18, 1895 the first parents’ association in Nova Scotia was established.

On June 29, 1936, there was a motion to organize a Provincial Federation of Home and School
Associations which was made by Miss S E Cochrane of Windsor and seconded by Oliver R Shatford of Fox
Point, Lunenburg County. The motion was passed unanimously and Nova Scotia Federation of Home and
School Associations was established.

The Nova Scotia Federation of Home and School over its history has remained true to the original
purpose, for the best interests of the children and much of the work has been the outcome of
resolutions that were passed. Some examples of the early resolutions that were fulfilled include free
text-books for schools, establishment of rural high schools and appointment of additional health nurses.
Some of the more recent resolutions to have been fulfilled were removal of carbonated drinks in
schools, reduction in speed limit in school zones.

It is with very heavy hearts that, due to the decline in members and volunteers to keep the federation
alive, that this will be the end of the history for the Nova Scotia Federation of Home and School
Associations. We are deeply saddened that such a rich history will no longer continue. The last board
members have carefully gone through some historical documents and have been able to donate some of
special significance to the Bell Museum in Baddeck, which is most fitting given this was the birthplace of
Home and School.

The Nova Scotia Federation of Home and School Associations has also had a long and cherished
relationship with Nourish Nova Scotia and are pleased to be able to make a donation that will help
Nourish Nova Scotia to develop a new school food program that will be a legacy to the Federation.

It is the hope that in the not to distant future, a group of parents with a passion and the will to come
together as the parents did in 1895, to give life back to the Nova Scotia Federation of Home and School
Associations. Until such time, the last board of directors still hold dear to our hearts that ‘parents are the
voice of student education’ and together our voices are strong and can make a difference.
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OBJECTS OF HOME AND SCHOO :
ORGANIZATION

1. To promote the welfare of children and

2. To raise the standards of home life.
3. To promote and secure adequate legislation for
the care and protection of children and youth. - i
4. To foster co-operation between parents and
teachers in the training and guidance of children a M
youth, both during and after the school period.
5. To obtain the best for each child accordin
his physical, mental, social and spiritual needs.
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A HOME AND SCHOOL SONG

From East to West, From North to South,
Our children shall be free. :
Our homes and schools, in hand shall join

One Brotherhood to be.
Ring out the clarion call to all
The nations young and old, ; : :
To strive for peace through comradeship, o
And truer lives to mold. 3 Sy

Chorus: The Home, the School, Community,
In one grand chorus sing. e
We stand for Justice, Truth, and Right,

And sing ‘Long live eert.ah n

The time has come from sea to sea,
Q’er prairie, hill and dale,

To cherish our Democracy— 2
In this we must not fail. -

Our children shall in spirit grow, S
Beneath the colors three, R

In courage, purity and love, 3 3
And ever shall be free.

A

- Words and Music by B. C. Silver.

Note: Inspecter Silver has graciously donafed this song for use b mo,in
and School members, and others interested. L4 4
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