
 
 
The first Parents’ Associa1on in Nova Sco1a was established in Baddeck in 1895.  Parents in Baddeck met 
in the upstairs schoolroom once a week and discussed everything pertaining to the welfare of the school 
and pupils. Whenever there was anything required for school purposes the teachers took up the maHer 
with the parents’ group. The thoughts were that “parents had the welfare of the individual child at heart, 
whereas the trustees appeared to be more concerned with the finances of the school”.  It was the 
community interest that led to the parents’ decision to give their organiza1on a name and establish by-
laws. 
 
Mabel Bell and Alexander Graham Bell moved to Baddeck around 1885 and took a keen interest in home 
and school.  Some 1me between 1894-1895 Mabel Bell contacted certain educa1onal associa1ons when 
she was in Washington and subsequently assisted the parents in naming their group ‘Parents’ Assoca1on 
of Baddeck’ and on December 18, 1895 the first parents’ associa1on in Nova Sco1a was established. 
 
On June 29, 1936, there was a mo1on to organize a Provincial Federa1on of Home and School 
Associa1ons which was made by Miss S E Cochrane of Windsor and seconded by Oliver R Sha_ord of Fox 
Point, Lunenburg County. The mo1on was passed unanimously and Nova Sco1a Federa1on of Home and 
School Associa1ons was established. 
 
The Nova Sco1a Federa1on of Home and School over its history has remained true to the original 
purpose, for the best interests of the children and much of the work has been the outcome of 
resolu1ons that were passed. Some examples of the early resolu1ons that were fulfilled include free 
text-books for schools, establishment of rural high schools and appointment of addi1onal health nurses.  
Some of the more recent resolu1ons to have been fulfilled were removal of carbonated drinks in 
schools, reduc1on in speed limit in school zones. 
 
It is with very heavy hearts that, due to the decline in members and volunteers to keep the federa1on 
alive, that this will be the end of the history for the Nova Sco1a Federa1on of Home and School 
Associa1ons. We are deeply saddened that such a rich history will no longer con1nue. The last board 
members have carefully gone through some historical documents and have been able to donate some of 
special significance to the Bell Museum in Baddeck, which is most fiang given this was the birthplace of 
Home and School.  
 
The Nova Sco1a Federa1on of Home and School Associa1ons has also had a long and cherished 
rela1onship with Nourish Nova Sco1a and are pleased to be able to make a dona1on that will help 
Nourish Nova Sco1a to develop a new school food program that will be a legacy to the Federa1on. 
 
It is the hope that in the not to distant future, a group of parents with a passion and the will to come 
together as the parents did in 1895, to give life back to the Nova Sco1a Federa1on of Home and School 
Associa1ons. Un1l such 1me, the last board of directors s1ll hold dear to our hearts that ‘parents are the 
voice of student educa1on’ and together our voices are strong and can make a difference. 
 



 

 
 
 



  



 

 
 



 
 





 
 


